ST. JACOB UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHRISTMAS EVE - 4:00 PM
December 24, 2024

We welcome all who are visiting with us today.
It is good to have you in worship with us. Please introduce yourself to our pastor,
Rev. Philip Barbier, and let us know if there is any way we might be of service
to you or your family.

Silent Reflection:
I heard the bells on Christmas Day
Their old, familiar carols play,
And wild and sweet
The words repeat
Of peace on earth, good-will to men!
~ Henry Wadsworth Longfellow — Christmas Bells
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WELCOME

RINGING OF THE CHURCH BELLS

LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES

PRELUDE
CALL TO WORSHIP
PASTOR: Letus go, just as we are to see what has happened.
Let us go with the shepherds:
PEOPLE: Letus go and find the One of whom the angels sang.
PASTOR: Letus go with those who are wise:
PEOPLE: Let us go and find the One who brings God’s truth to us.
PASTOR: TLet us go with the poor in spirit and in flesh,
Let us go with those who are humbled by life:
PEOPLE: Let us find the Glory of God, born in a stable, and placed in a feeding
trough.
PASTOR: Let us go with our friends and family,
Let us go with neighbors and strangers,
Let us go with all the children of God:
PEOPLE: Let us go to find the One who come to lad us home to God’s kingdom.
PASTOR: O come, let us go to the Babe of Bethlehem:
PEOPLE: O come, let us adore him! Christ our Lord!
HYMN RESPONSE Oh, How Joyfully #208

Oh, how joyfully, oh, how hopefully,
Waits the world on Christmas Eve!
Love comes healing, God revealing,
Friends be joyful and believe!

GATHERING PRAYER (pastoral)



*HYMN Oh Come All Ye Faithful #182
1. O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
Come and behold him, born the king of angels;
O Come let us adore him, O Come let us adore him,
O Come let us adore him, Christ, the Lord.

2. Sing choirs of angels, sing in exultation,
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above;
Glory to God, all glory in the highest.
O Come let us adore him, O Come let us adore him,
O Come let us adore him, Christ, the Lord.

3. Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning,
Jesus, to thee be all glory given.
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing.
O Come let us adore him, O Come let us adore him,
O Come let us adore him, Christ, the Lord.




THE ADVENT WREATH & LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE
Don & Audrey Yann
Advent Song
1. Light the advent candle, one: Now the waiting has begun;
We have started on our way, time to think of Christmas day.
Candle, candle, burning bright, shining in the cold winter night;
Candle, candle, burning bright, fill our hearts with Christmas light.

2. Light the advent candle, two Think of humble shepherds, who
filled with wonder at the sight of the child of Christmas night.
Candle, candle, burning bright, shining in the cold winter night;
Candle, candle, burning bright, fill our hearts with Christmas light.

3. Light the advent candle, three: Think of heavenly harmony;
Angels singing “Peace on earth” at the blessed Savior’s birth.
Candle, candle, burning bright, shining in the cold winter night;
Candle, candle, burning bright, fill our hearts with Christmas light.

4. Light the advent candle, four: Think of joy forevermore;
Christ Child in a stable born, gift of love that Christmas morn.
Candle, candle, burning bright, shining in the cold winter night;
Candle, candle, burning bright, fill our hearts with Christmas light.

5. Light the Christmas candles, now: Sing of donkey, sheep, and cow;
birthday candles for the King, let the alleluias ring.
Candle, candle, burning bright, shining in the cold winter night;
Candle, candle, burning bright, fill our hearts with Christmas light.



A TIME FOR THE CHILD IN ALL OF US

Prayer for the children (unison):
We send blessings upon our children
for all God's love, all Christ's friendship,
and all the caring of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Song Response
Lord, listen to your children praying,
Lord, send your Spirit in this place;
Lord, listen to your children praying,
Send us love, send us power, send us grace.

OFFERTORY & PRESENTATION
Invitation to Offering
Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;

praise him above, ye heavenly hosts; Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.

Prayer of Dedication (pastoral)



SERVICE OF SCRIPTURES AND CAROLS

Luke 1: 26 - 38 The Angel Visits Mary Angela Imming
ANGELS, FROM THE REALMS OF GLORY #189
1. Angels, from the realms of glory, wing your flight o’er all the earth;
you who sang creation’s story, now proclaim Messiah’s birth:
Come and worship, come and worship,
worship Christ, the new-born King.

2. Shepherds, in the fields abiding, watching o’er your flocks by night,
God with us is now residing, yonder shines the infant light:
come and worship, come and worship,
worship Christ, the new-born King.

Luke 1: 39 - 45 Mary and Elizabeth Audrey Yann
O COME, O COME, EMMANUEL #154
1. O Come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here, until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel!

2. O come, thou Wisdom from on high, and order all things, far and nigh;
to us the path of knowledge show, and cause us in her ways to go.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel!

Matthew 1: 18-25 The Angel Visits Joseph Don Yann
JESUS, NAME ABOVE ALL NAMES #177
1. Jesus, name above all names, Beautiful Savior, glorious Lord,
Emmanuel, God is with us, Blessed Redeemer, Living Word

2. Jesus, Lord God Almighty, Wonderful Counselor, Light of the World,
The Prince of Peace, Son of the Most High, loving Shepherd, Lamb of God.



Luke 2: 1-7 Birth in Bethlehem Patti Woods
O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM #180
1. O Little Town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by,
Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting Light;
the hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.

2. Por Christ is born of Mary, and gathered all above,
while mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wondering love.
O morning stars, together proclaim the holy birth,
and praises sing to God the King, and peace to all on earth.

Luke 2: 8 - 14 The Angel and the Shepherds Cameron Woods
HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING #185
1. Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King;:
peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!”
Joytul, all ye nations, rise, join the triumph of the skies;
with th” angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!”
Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King.”

2. Christ, by highest heaven adored, Christ, the everlasting Lord,
Jate in time behold him come, off-spring of the Virgin's womb:
veiled in flesh the God-head see; hail th” incarnate Deity,
pleased with us in flesh to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel.

Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King.”

Luke 2: 15 - 20 The Shepherds Worship Zach Lowe
ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH 1188
1. Angels we have heard on high sweetly singing o’er the plains,
and the mountains in reply echo back their joyous strains.
Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo!

2. Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why your joyous strains prolong?
Say, what may the tidings be which inspire your heavenly song?
Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo!



Matthew 2:1-11 The Gifts of the Magi Kay Guse
WHAT CHILD IS THIS? #184
1. What child is this, who, laid to rest, on Mary’s lap is sleeping?
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet, while shepherds watch are keeping?
This, this is Christ the King, whom shepherds guard and angels sing;
haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mary!

2. So bring him incense, gold, myrrh, come peasant, king, to own him;
the King of kings salvation brings, let loving hearts enthrone him.
Raise, raise the song on high, the Virgin sings her lullaby;
joy, joy for Christ is born, the babe, the son of Mary.

John1:1-5,3:16 -17 The Word Made Flesh Pastor Phil
JOY TO THE WORLD #179
1. Joy to the world! the Lord is come;
let earth receive her King; let every heart prepare him room,
and heaven and nature sing, and heaven and nature sing,
and heaven, and heaven and nature sing,.

2. Joy to the earth! the Savior reigns;
let all their songs employ; while fields and floods,
rocks, hills, and plains repeat the sounding joy,
repeat the sounding joy, repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

3. He rules the world with truth and grace,
and makes the nations prove the glories of his righteousness,
and wonders of his love, and wonders of his love,
and wonders, wonders of his love.

A CHRISTMAS MESSAGE



HYMN It Came upon the Midnight Clear #191

1. It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of old,
From angels bending near the earth to touch their harps of Gold:
“Peace on the earth, goodwill to all, from heaven’s all gracious King”:
The world in solemn stillness lay to hear the angels sing.

2. Still through the cloven skies they come, with peaceful wings unfurled,
And still their heavenly music floats o’er all the weary world;
Above its sad and lowly plains they bend on hovering wing,
And ever o’er its Babel sounds the blessed angels sing.

3. For lo, the days are hastening on, by prophets seen of old,
When, with the ever circling years, shall come the time fortold,
When peace shall over all the earth its ancient splendor fling,
And all the world give back the song which now the angels sing.




SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION

INVITATION
PASTOR:

This is not our table. This is God’s table. The bread and wine we are
about to share joins us to the people throughout history and across the
world who have come to this meal in search of life. Just as Jesus” birth
was for the whole world, this bread and wine is for everyone, for the
hungry, for the lost, for those who search, and those who are found, for
those who question, and those who know peace, this bread and wine is
for everyone.

COMMUNION PRAYER

PASTOR: God be with you.

PEOPLE: And also with you.

PASTOR: Lift up your hearts.

PEOPLE: We lift them to God.

PASTOR: Letus give thanks to the God Most High.

PEOPLE: It is right to give God thanks and praise.

PASTOR: On a night like tonight we have much to thank you for, Gifting God, for
you have sent your Child to shine among us while we were still under
the shadow of death. You broke the yoke of sin and loneliness that bur-
dened us. You dwelt among us in justice and truth, giving grace and
peace. And so we join the angels’ song to the shepherds:

PEOPLE: Glory to God in the highest heaven and peace on earth to all of good
will.

PASTOR: Teach us Child of Bethlehem, Prince of Peace, to follow your example of
righteous living and good will to all. As you broke your life open in our
midst at Christmas, as Jesus grew to share bread with his disciples and
followers, so we remember you as we break bread together this night.
Be among us as we proclaim the mystery of faith:

PEOPLE: Christ was promised; Christ is born; Christ will dwell among us.

PASTOR: At this table unify our hearts and lives that we may be your people who
return to the world glorifying and praising you through our living.

PEOPLE: Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Spirit, Three-In-One.

Amen.



WORDS OF INSTITUTION
THE LORD’S PRAYER
BREAKING OF THE BREAD AND POURING OF THE WINE
SHARING OF THE BREAD AND CUP
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
ALL: God of new life with joy, we have received this sacrament or bread
and wine. We give you thanks for Jesus Christ our peace and hope.
Unite us together in love that we may be servants of your word.
Amen,
*CLOSING HYMN Silent Night, Holy Night #186
1. Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright
round yon virgin mother and child, Holy infant so tender and mild
sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.
2. Silent night, holy night, Shepherds quake at the sight,
glories stream from heaven afar, heavenly hosts sing alleluia;
Christ, the Savior, is born! Christ, the savior, 1s born!
3. Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love’s pure light

radiant beams from thy holy face, with the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.

*BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE



Service Notes

]

Indicates where you may stand as you are able.
Bold Print indicates where the congregation reads.

All hymns are printed with permission by CCLI License Number: 20849486

o Oh How Joyfully — Brian Arthur Wren © Words: Hope Publishing
Company; Music: Public Domain

o Jesus, Name Above All Names — Naida Hearn © 1974, 1978 Universal
Music - Brentwood Benson Publishing (Admin. by Brentwood-Benson
Music Publishing, Inc.)

Images:

o Valente, Liz. On the Road, from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of
the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN.
https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink. pI?RC=59333. Original
source: Liz Valente, hitps://www.instagram.com/donalizvalente/.

o Hochhalter, Cara B.. The Nativity, from Art in the Christian Tradition, a
project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN.
https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pI?RC=58798. Original
source: Cara B. Hochhalter.

o Hochhalter, Cara B.. The Magi, from Art in the Christian Tradition, a
project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN.
https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=59306. Original
source: Cara B. Hochhalter.

Portions reprinted [or adapted] by permission of Thom M. Shuman from Bearers
of Grace and Justice: Lectionary Liturgies for Year C by Thom M. Shuman.
Copyright 2012.

Communion Prayer: from Communion Services by Robin Knowles Wallace.,
Copyright © 2006 by Abingdon Press. Reproduced by Permission.

Come, Let Us Adore Him: Advent Candle Lighting Liturgy 2024 by Lisa
Hancock used with permission. https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/articles/come-
let-us-adore-him-advent-candle-lighting-liturgy-2024. Copyright 2024.




A special thanks to everyone
who placed a flower in church for Christimas

In Memory of Loved Ones
By Ty & Dran (ansmann

In Honor of our Children: Troy & Lauren
By Ty & Dian Gansmann

In Honor of Carol Schmitt
By Darren Schmitt, and Beth, Bruce, Brittany & Bailey Frank

In Memory of Jerry Schmitt
By Carol Schmitt, Darren Schmitt, and Beth, Bruce, Brittany & Bailey Frank

In Memory of parents & grandparents Jack & Philipine Schmitt
By Carol Schmitt, Darten Schmitt, and Beth & Bruce Franlk

In Memory of parents & grandparents Elam & Lila Frutiger
By Catol Schmitt, Darren Schmitt, and Beth & Bruce Frank

In Memoty of my precious daughter Rae Lynne &
My beloved husband Charlie
By Carol Kynion

In Honor of out 3 loving grandchildren: Mikayla, Kylie & Robbie
By Carol Kynion

In Memory of our patents JoAnn & Tom Swip, and Jack Guse
By Paul & Kay Guse

In Honor of our mother Virginia Guse

By Paul & Kay Guse

In Memoty of Marion Schoeck
By Angela Imming

In Honor of our children Micah, Mary & Zach, and our grandchildren Sophia & Jett
By John & Donna Lowe



In Memory of Glen Noeltner
By Duane & Patti Woods family

In Honor of Jane Noeltner
By Duane & Patti Woods family

In Memory of Glen Noeltner
By Jane Noeltner

In Honor of my grandchildten
By Jane Noeltner

In Memory of Thomas Prange
By Carol Prange

In Honor of my children and grandchildren
By Carol Prange

In Memory of Harold {JR) Rehg, Jr.
By Germayn Rehg

In Honor of T'yler, Samantha, Todd, & Stephanie, Rehg; and Jo and Logan
By Gesmayn Rehg

Those who purchased these flowers

may take them home following worship service
MERRY CHRISTMAS!



