Shout triumphantly to
the Lord, all the earth!

Be happy! Rejoice out loud!
Sing your praises!



WELCOME TO WORSHIP
May 5, 2024

We welcome all who are visiting with us today.
It is good to have you in worship with us. Please introduce yourself to
Pastor Phil this morning and let us know if there is any way
we might be of service to you or your family.

Silent Reflection: "The best theology is probably no theology; just love one
another." ~ Charles M. Schulz

ANNOUNCEMENTS
RINGING OF THE CHURCH BEILLS
PRELUDE

CALL TO WORSHIP
ONE: Come all who are bom of God;
Abide in the love revealed in Jesus Christ.
ALIL: We come in response to the one who calls us friends.
We are here in obedience to Christ’s command.
ONE: Remember God’s steadfast love and faithfulness.
Let hands and voices echo God’s praise.
AlLL: Let our lips pour out a joyful noise.
Let our hands reflect a serving Savior.
ONE: Sing a new song to God who does marvelous things.
Obey God’s commandments which ate not butdensome.
ALL: We clap our hands and sing for joy.
We live by faith that conquers the wortld.

Buiictin Cover Attribution:
"Butterfly Closeup on Yellow Flower” by webheatheloseup (hetps:/ /wwnw. flickr.com/photos/76631347@N00O/ 2051030292} is Licensed under
CC BY 2.0
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CALL TO CONFESSION

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)

Ever-present God, we confess to you our unloving thoughts and deeds. We live by
standards that we bend and break in our own favor, while ignoring the
commandments you have given. We find it hard to love everyone, for so many act
in unloving ways. It is easier to treat people as things than to listen for their needs.
We withhold outselves rather than offer our lives, even for our friends. We hoard
the gifts you entrust to us instead of letting them bear fruit for you. Cleanse us from
these destructive ways, freeing us to love as you have loved us, we pray in Jesus’
name. Amenn.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
GLORIA PATRI
A TIME FOR THE CHILD IN ALL OF US

Prayer for the childten (znison):
We send blessings upon our children for all God’s love,
all Christ’s friendship and all the caring of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Song Response

Lord, listen to your children praying, Lord, send your Spirit in this place;
Lortd, listen to your children praying, send us love, send us power,

send us grace.

SCRIPTURE:
Acts 10:44-48
Psalm 98

John 15:9-17
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SERMON
INVITATION TO OFFERING

GIVE THANKS:
Give thanks with a grateful heart, give thanks to the Holy One, give thanks
because he’s given Jesus Christ his Son. And now let the weak say, “I am
strong,” Let the poor say, “I am rich,” because of what the Lord has done for
us. Give thanks!

PRAYER OF DEDICATION (wnison)

Generous and loving God, we dedicate to your setvice the work of our hands, the
earnings of our time and efforts, and our vision for the future. May faith sustain us
as we offer our best to you in praise and thanksgiving and joyous dedication. We
seek to work for the reign of your truth and extensions of the filendship granted to
us in Jesus Christ. Let our offering bear fruit in the lives of all who are helped by it.
Amen. '
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SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION  (Znser)

PRAYERS OF OUR CHURCH/SILENT PRAYERS/LORD’S PRAYER
PRAYER RESPONSE Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus

Turn your eyes upon Jesus, look full in bis wonderful face; and the things
of earth will grow strangely dim in the light of bis glory and grace.

*HYMN Blest Be the Tie That Binds 393



SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION

INVITATION

ONE: Jesus said: I am the btead of life. You who come to me shall not hunger; you who
believe in me shall never thirst.

ALL: In company with all who hunger for spiritual food, we come to this table to
know the risen Christ in the sharing of this life-giving bread.

COMMUNION PRAYER

ONE: God be with you

ALL: And also with you

ONE: Lift up your hearts

ALL: We lift them to God.

ONE: Let us give thanks to the God Most High.

ALL: Itis right to give God thanks and praise.

ONE: Holy God, ous loving Creatot, you are as close to us as our breathing and you are as
distant as the farthest star. We thank you for your constant love for all you have
made. We thank you for all that sustains life, for all people of faith around the world
and of every generation who have given themselves to your will, and especially
for Jesus Christ, who you sent from your own being as our Savior. We praise you for
Christ’s birth, life, death, and resutrection, and for the calling forth of your church
for its mission in the wotld. Gifted by the presence of your Holy Spirit, we offer
ourselves to you as we unite out prayers with the entire family of your faithful people,
evetywhere and in every time:

ALL: Holy, holy, holy, Lord, God of power and might.

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the Highest!
Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the Highest!
ONE: Merciful God, as sisters and brothers in faith, we recall anew these words and acts of

Jesus Christ. We remember that Jesus ate and drank with the poor and with the
wealthy, with the sinful and righteous alike. When he saw the multitude that fol-
lowed him with nothing to eat, he took some loaves of bread, and a few fish, and after
giving thanks to you he divided the bread and gave it to the multitude. And all ate
and were filled. When his arrest seemed near, Jesus sat at table in an upper room,
with his closest friends and disciples. As he had done so many times before, he took



ONE:

AlLL:

he bread and after giving thanks to you he shared it among the disciples, vowing to
continue his work in spite of the risk. He said, “T will not eat this again untl it is
fulfilled in the kingdom of God. Do this in remembrance of me.”  Likewise, after
the meal, he took the cup and after giving thanks he gave it to them saying, “Truly I
tell you, I will never drink of the fruit of the vine until I drink it new with you in the
kingdom of God.” Do this as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” Fora
time it seemed that all was lost. Jesus was executed by the authorities, and his
disciples scattered in fear and despair. But at an evening meal in Fmmaus, and at a
breakfast campfire by the Sea of Galilee, Jesus once mote took the bread, and after
giving thanks to you he divided it and gave it to his disciples, opening their eyes,
binding up their wounded hearts, continuing the meal, and revealing plainly that
your steadfast love is stronger even than death, and your labor with us continues, for
the sake of your realm.

Theretfore, let us proclaim the mystery of our faith.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Churist will come again.

Holy one, pour out your blessings on this food we have gathered for your people.
May it be multiplied like the loaves and fishes at Galilee and feed and bless them and
bring them closer to you.

Pour out your Holy Spirit on this bread and cup, and on us, your children. Bless all
of us in our eating and drinking at this table that our eyes may be opened, and we may
recognize the risen Churist in our midst, in each other, and in all for whom Christ died.

Through Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, all honor and glory is yours, Al-
mighty God, now and forever. Amen.

SHARING OF THE BREAD AND CUP

Host are gluten free.
Juice in the center ring and wine in the outer rings.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (unisomn)

Bountiful God, we give you thanks that you have refreshed us at your table by grant-
ing us the presence of Christ, Strengthen our faith, increase our love for one another,
and send us forth into the wotld in courage and peace, rejoicing in the power of the
Holy Spirit. Amen.



BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE

SERVING YOU TODAY
Council Person Beth Frank
Accompanist Melody Hollis

IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS

St. Joht’s:  Don Koenig, Shaton Koentg, Cindy Roll, Roy Roll, Dave Williams,
and Margie Foxworthy’s son Sean and stepson Dustin

St. Jacob:  Sandy Autry, Peggy Bohnenstiehl, Carol Casperson, Marvin Docter,
Lori Foley, Carolyn Masterson, Gail Miller, Ronald Rujawitz,
Jane Schmidt, and Carol Zweck

IL South Conference: Fach week the churches of the Hlinois South Conference
are asked to pray for congregations and their pastors and other ministries of the
UCC. This week we are asked to pray for:

Church & Pastors

-Darmstadt Holy Ghost UCC Rev. Tarrah (Jasen) Vaupel--
-DuBois St. Mark's UCC

Retired Pastor

-Rev. Chtis (Cathy) Hill, O'Fallon, IL

UPCOMING BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES

Ann Becker, May 8
Pat & Steve May, 48 years, May 8
Catla & Darik Zobrist, 15 years, May 9
Hatvey Steinkoenig, May 10
Grace Leder, May 11




CHURCH ATTENDANCE, April 28, 2024

St. John’s — 18 St. Jacob — 35

CHURCH CONTACT INFORMATION

Pastor’s office hours: Tuesday through Thursday: 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
(Mondays by appointment)
Secretary’s office hours: Tuesdays & Thursdays: 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
St. Jacob Phone: 618-644-2142 / St. Jacob E-mail: stjucc@hometel.com
Website: stjacobucc.org
Pastor Phil Batbier: Phone: 314-312-2347 / E-mail: pastor@hometel.com

BLESSING BOX LOCATED AT ST. JACOB UCC
The “Blessing Box” (located on the east side of St. Jacob UCC) can use donations
of non-perishable food, hygiene products, and other items for those in need.
Anyone can donate -- items are anonymously given and received. Please consider
blessing our neighbors in need, and if you are in need, please feel free to stop by.

FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS
With the inflation these past few months, use of local food pantries has been high,
and donations have been low. To help our communities we have a donation
tub/box for food pantry donations in the sanctuaty at St. John’s and St. Jacob.
Items for St. John's (For Lebanon Matthew 25:40 Ministries): Canned goods
including: vegetables, fruit, beans, soups, stews, pasta, chili, sloppy Joe, beef,
sausage, chicken, salmon, and tuna. Boxed goods including pasta & noodles, rice,
mashed potatoes, cereal, oatmeal, stuffing, and mac & cheese. Other pantry staples
including flour, sugar, peanut butter, jelly, pasta sauce, BBQ sauce, ramen, cake mix,
Jello, and pudding. Nonfood items including trash bags, storage bags, paper towels,
toilet paper, dish soap, & toiletries.
Items for St. Jacob (Ministries Unlimited): Pop-tarts, oatmeal, cheese cracker
sandwiches, beef jetky, fruit cups, Vienna sausages, ketchup, mustard, broth, cooked
ham, pasta sauce, jelly, pancake mix, & syrup

Portions reprinted [or adapted] by permission of United Church Press from Gathered by Love by
Lavon Bayler. Copyright 1994 by United Church Press.




CALENDAR/ANNOUNCEMENTS

WEDNESDAY: Every Ladies Fellowship meeting, 10 a.m.
MAY 19: Strawberry Festival, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., St. Jacob Township Park

STRAWBERRY FESTIVAL RAFFLE TICKETS
There are envelopes labeled for each family with Strawberry Festival raffle tickets in
the Narthex fot you to pick up. If you have family members who are not here, but
you could drop off the envelope to them, it would be greatly appreciated, as it will
help save on postage. Thank you for your support!

STRAWBERRY FESTIVAL VOLUNTEERS
We are prepating for our 40th anniversary Strawberry Festival and atre seeking
volunteer workers for preparations on Saturday, May 18th and for the event on May
19 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the St. Jacob Township Patk. Sign-up forms are located
on the table in the Narthex. For more information contact a festival committee
member ot call the church office at 618-644-2142.

STRAWBERRY FESTIVAL FLYERS
We ate prepating for our 40th annual Strawberry Festival and we could use your
help in getting the word out. There are flyers located on the table in the Narthex,
please take a few and get them posted on bulletin boards at area businesses. The
event will be held May 19 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the St. Jacob Township Park.

SUMMER LUNCH PROGRAM NEEDS VOLUNTEERS/DONATIONS

Volunteers are needed to help with the free school lunch program this summer. We
are also accepting monetary donations which will be used to purchase the lunch
supplies. Lunches will be provided each day, however, St. Jacob UCC is only
responsible for Thursdays and Fridays. Lunches will be served from 11:30 a.m. to
12:30 p.m. at the St. Jacob Elementary School (outdoor classroom). Volunteers are
needed from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m., to allow time to assemble lunches, as well as clean-
up afterward. A sign-up sheet is located on the table in the Narthex. For more
information, ot to volunteer call Audrey Yann at 618-567-8013, or Judy Bolton at
618-830-0526.



MAY 5, 2024 {B) SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

FIRST LESSON: Acts 10:44-48
While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell on everyone who heard the word. The circumcised believers
who had come with Peter were astonished that the gift of the Haly Spirit had been poured out even on the
Gentiles. They heard them speaking in other languages and praising God. Peter asked, “These peopla have re-
ceived the Holy Spirit just as we have. Surely no one can stop them from being baptized with water, can they?”
He directed that they be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited Peter to stay for several days.

SECOND LESSON: Psalm 98
Sing to the Lord a new song because he has done wonderful things!
His own strong hand and his own holy arm have won the victory!
The Lord has made his salvation widely known; he has revealed his righteousness in the eyes of ali the nations.
God has remembered his loyat love and faithfuiness to the house of Israel; every corner of the earth has seen
cur God’s salvation.

Shout triumphantly to the Lord, all the earth! Be happy! Rejoice out loud! Sing your praises!

Sing your praises to the Lord with the lyre — with the lyre and the sound of music.

With trumpets and a horn blast, shout triumphantly before the Lord, the king!

Let the sea and everything in it roar; the world and all its inhabitants too.

Let all the rivers clap their hands; let the mountains rejoice aut loud altogether hefore the Lord because he is
coming to establish justice on the earth!

He will establish justice in the world rightly; he will establish justice among all people fairly.

GOSPEL: John 15:9-17

“As the Father loved me, | too have loved you. Remain in my love. If you keep my commandments, you wiil
remain in my love, just as | kept my Father’s commandments and remain in his fove, | have said these things to
you so that my joy wili be in you and your joy will be complete. This is my commandment: love each other just
as ! have loved you. No one has greater love than to give up one's life for one’s friends. You are my friends if
you do what | command you. 1don’t call you servants any longer, because servants don’t know what their master
is doing. Instead, | call you friends, hecause everything | heard from my Father | have made known to you. You
didn’t choose me, but | chose you and appointed you so that you could go and produce fruit and so that your
fruit could last. As a result, whatever you ask the Father in my name, he will give you. i give you these command-
ments so that you can love each other.

From the Common English Bible Copyright © 2011



