


WELCOME TO WORSHIP
August 27, 2023

We welcome all who are visiting with us today.
It is good to have you in worship with us. Please introduce yourself to
Pastor Phil this morning and let us know if there is any way
we might be of service to you or your family.

Silent Reflection: "For the church is not a human society of people united by their
natural affinities but the Body of Christ, in which all members, however different,
(and God rejoices in their differences and by no means wishes to iron them out)
must share the common life, complementing and helping one another precisely by
their differences." ~ C. S. Lewis

ANNOUNCEMENTS
RINGING OF THE CHURCH BELLS
PRELUDE
CALL TO WORSHIP
ONE: Our help is from God, who made heaven and earth.
Come to worship the One who answets our prayers.
AlLL: If God were not on our side, we could not live.
If God were not for us, we would be swept away.
ONE: God has gifted each one of us in unique ways.
In our vatiety, we complement one another.
ALL: We rejoice in God’s love and faithfulness.
Blessed be our God, whose wotd is true.
ONE: In thankfulness, we bring our joyous songs.
We are here to pay attention to God’s instructions.
ALL: We are here, seeking to discern God’s will.

We are open to God’s transforming Spirit.
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* HYMN O God, Our Help in Ages Past 84
CALL TO CONFESSION

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (wnison)

O God, we did not realize that we are among the rich oppressors of this world. We
think we are poor when we cannot have everything we want. Keep us from misusing
the power we have. We confess our fear of those who are unlike us. We set up
barriers against them when we are afraid. Keep us from acting in ways that alienate
and divide. When we ate tempted to conform to the wotld’s standards, set before
us the higher model of sacrifice and setvice that is given to us in Jesus, in whose
name we pray. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
GLORIA PATRI
A TIME FOR THE CHILD IN ALL OF US

Prayer for the children (unison):
We send blessings upon our children for all God’s love,
all Christ’s friendship and all the caring of the
Holy Spirit. Amen.

Song Response
Lord, listen to your children praying,
Lord, send your Spirit in this place;
Lord, listen to your children praying,
Send us love, send us power, send us grace.

SCRIPTURES:
Fxodus 1:8-2:10
Romans 12:1-8
Matthew 16:13-20
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Words & Music G 1978 fames K Manley

SERMON

HYMN Christ is Made the Sure Foundation INSERT
INVITATION TO OFFERING

GIVE THANKS:
Give thanks with a grateful heart, give thanks to the Holy One, give thanks

because he’s given Jesus Christ his Son. And now let the weak say, “I am
strong,” Let the poor say, “I am rich,” because of what the Lord has done for
us. Give thanks!

PRAYER OF DEDICATION (usison)

Receive our offeting, gracious God, as an expression of our thankfulness. In your
church, we ate privileged to cultivate the dimensions of our lives that give meaning
and putpose to all we do. Here we become aware that the greatest gifts we receive
are not material, and we learn how best to use the particular gifts you give us. At
the same time, you show us how our material advantages can help others. May many
be blessed through ousr sharing of these offerings and hour sharing of ourselves.
Amen.

PRAYERS OF OUR CHURCH/SILENT PRAYERS/LORD’S PRAYER

PRAYER RESPONSE Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus

Turn your eyes upon fesus, look full in bis wonderful face; and the things
of earth will grow strangely dim in the light of his glory and grace.

*HYMN Jesus Shall Reign 341



CHRISTIAN UNITY

400 Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation

Eph. 2:20-22; 1 Pet. 2:4-7 Latin, Gth-8th century
Tranxl, John Mason Neale, 1851; alt,
St. 3 adapt. Thomas H. Troeger, 1992
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The Iynut has its origins I an early Latin poem, Urbs beata Tune: REGENT SQUARE 878787
Jerusalem, based on passages from Ephesians, 1 Peter, and Henry T. Smart, 1867
Revelation, “Holy Zion™ refers (v the church manscendent, built Alternate tune: WESTMINSTER ABBEY

of “tiving stones"—the saints of God.






BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE

SERVING YOU TODAY
Council Person Carol Kynion
Laturpist George Anderson
Accompanist Melissa Anderson Taylor

IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS
St. John’s:  Wally Foxworthy, Cindy Roll, Roy Roll and

Margie Foxworthy’s son Sean

St. Jacob:  Sandy Autry, Ross Busher, Carol Casperson, Lot Foley, Lola Kelley,
Carolyn Masterson, Gail Miller, Ronald Rujawitz, Jamie Runion,
Jane Schmidt, Jerry Schmitt, Carol Zweck, and the family of Bonnie
Dobrinich and the family of JoAnn Swip

IL. South Conference: Fach week the churches of the Tlinois South Conference
are asked to pray for congregations and their pastors and other ministries of the
UCC. This week we are asked to pray for:

Church & Pastors

-Edwardsville 5t. Paul UCC, Rev. Dana Schindler
~-Evansville St. John UCC, Pastor Kevin Hirsch
Retired Pastor

-Revs. Charles Preston and Karla Frost, Granite City, 11,

UPCOMING BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES
Carla Zobrist, Aug. 27
Robert Bittle, Aug. 29
Sophia Lowe, Aug, 29
Myrna & George Anderson, 65 years, Aug. 30
John Ziweck, Sept. 1




CHURCH ATTENDANCE, August 20, 2023

St. John’s — 10 St. Jacob — 34

CHURCH CONTACT INFORMATION

Pastor’s office hours: Tuesday through Thursday: 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
(Mondays by appointment)
Secretary’s office hours: Tuesdays & Thursdays: 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
St. Jacob Phone: 618-644-2142 / St. Jacob E-mail: stjucc@hometel.com
Website: stjacobucc.org
Pastor Phil Batbier: Phone: 314-312-2347 / E-mail: pastor@hometel.com

BLESSING BOX LOCATED AT ST. JACOB UCC
The “Blessing Box” (located on the east side of St. Jacob UCC) can use donations
of non-perishable food, hygiene products, and other items for those in need.
Anyone can donate -- items are anonymously given and received. Please consider
blessing our neighbors in need, and if you are in need, please feel free to stop by.

FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS
With the inflation these past few months, use of local food pantties has been high,
and donations have been low. To help our communities we have a donation
tub/box for food pantty donations in the sanctuaty at St. John’s and St. Jacob.

Requested items for St. John’s (Lebanon Matthew 25:40 Ministries Food
Pantry): Long shelf-life fresh produce: apples, oranges, celery, onions, potatoes,
and carrots, etc.

Requested items for St. Jacob (Ministries Unlimited): pasta sides, rice sides,
chili, chili beans, pasta sauce, tomatoes, scalloped potatoes, Hamburger Helper, &
egg noodles

Portions reprinted [or adapted] by permission of United Church Press from Gathered by Lore by
Lavon Bavler. Copyright 1994 by United Church Press.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
BBQ MEAT BONANZA DRAWING TODAY

The FElLIs otrganization, in conjunction with Korte Meat Processing, Inc., are
offeting you a chance to win one of three bundles of barbeque meats in exchange
for your donation. Tickets are $2 each or 6 for $10. Ticket packets are available on
the table in the Narthx, just make sure to drop your donadon/tickets in the
Barbeque safe priot to the drawing TODAY mmmediately following worship . The
proceeds will be used to purchase a display case in the Upper Meeting Room.

FLOWERS ON THE PIANO
Flowers on the piano are to the glory of God and in honor of the 65" wedding
anniversaty of George and Myrna Anderson by their family.

FIRST LESSON: Exodus 1:8-2:10
Now a new king came to power in Egypt who didn’t know Joseph. He said o his people, “The Israelite people
are now larger in number and stronger than we are. Come on, let’s be smart and deal with them. Otherwise,
they will only grow in number. And if war breaks out, they will join our enemies, fight against us, and then escape
from the land.” As a result, the Egyptians put foremen of forced work gangs over the Israelites to harass them
with hard work. They had to build storage cities named Pithom and Rameses for Pharach. But the more they
were oppressed, the more they grew and spread, so much so that the Egyptians started to jook at the Israelites
with disgust and dread. So the Egyptians enslaved the israelites. They made their lives miserable with hard labor,
making mortar and bricks, doing field work, and by forcing them to do all kinds of other cruel work.
The king of Egypt spoke to two Hebrew midwives named Shiphrah and Puah: “When you are helping the Hebrew
women give birth and you see the baby being born, if it’s a boy, kill him. But if it's a girl, you can let her live.”
Now the two midwives respected God so they didn’t obey the Egyptian king's order. Instead, they let the baby
boys live.
So the king of Egypt called the two midwives and said to them, “Why are you doing this? Why are you letting
the baby boys live?”
The two midwives said to Pharaoh, “Because Hebrew women aren’t like Egyptian women. They're much
stronger and give birth before any midwives can get to them.” So God treated the midwives well, and the people
kept on multiplying and became very strong. And because the midwives respected God, God gave them
households of their cwn.
Then Pharaoh gave an order to all his people: “Throw every baby boy born to the Hebrews into the Nile River,
but you can let ail the girls live.”
Now a man from Levi's household married a Levite woman. The woman became pregnant and gave birth to a
san. She saw that the baby was heaithy and beautiful, so she hid him for three months. When she couldn’t hide
him any longer, she tock a reed basket and sealed it up with black tar. She put the child in the basket and set
the basket among the reeds at the riverbank. The baby’s older sister stood watch nearby to see what would
happen to him.
Pharaoh’s daughter came down to bathe in the river, while her women servants walked along beside the river,
She saw the basket among the reeds, and she sent ane of her servants to bring it te her. When she opened it,
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she saw the child. The boy was crying, and she felt sorry for him. She said, “This must be one of the Hebrews’
children.”

Then the baby’'s sister said to Pharaoh’s daughter, “Would you like me to go and {ind one of the Hebrew
women to nurse the child for you?”

Pharaoh’s daughter agreed, “Yes, do that.” So the girl went and called the chiid’s mother, Pharaoh’s daughter
said £o her, "Take this child and nurse it for me, and I'll pay vou for your work.” So the woman took the child
and nursed it. After the child had grown up, she brought him back to Pharaoh’s daughter, who adopted him as
her son. She named him Moses, “because,” she said, “I pulled him out of the water.”

SECOND LESSON: Romans 12:1-8
So, brothers and sisters, because of God’s mercies, | encourage you to present your bodies as a living sacrifice
that is holy and pleasing to God. This is your appropriate priestly service, Don't be conformed to the patterns
of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds so that you can figure ocut what God’s will
is—what is good and pleasing and mature.

Because of the grace that God gave me, | can say to each one of you: don't think of yourself more highly than
you ought to think. Instead, be reasonable since God has measured out a portion of faith to each one of you.
We have many parts in one body, but the parts don’t all have the same function. In the same way, though
there are many of us, we are one body in Christ, and individually we belong to each other. We have different
gifts that are consistent with God’s grace that has been given to us. If your gift is prophecy, you should
prophesy in proportion to your faith. If your gift is service, devote yourself to serving, If your gift is teaching,
devote yourself to teaching. If your gift is encouragement, devote yourself to encouraging. The one giving
should do it with no strings attached. The leader should lead with passion. The one showing mercy should be
cheerful.

GOSPEL: Matthew 16:13-20
Now when Jesus came to the area of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say the Human
One is?”

They replied, “Some say John the Baptist, others Elijah, and still others leremiah or one of the other
prophets.”

He said, “And what about you? Who do you say that | am?”
Siman Peter said, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”

Then lesus replied, “"Happy are you, Simon son of Jonah, because no human has shown this to you. Rather my
Father who is in heaven has shown you. I tell you that you are Peter. And I'll build my church on this rock. The
gates of the underworid won’t be able to stand against it. I'll give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven.
Anything you fasten an earth will be fastened in heaven. Anything you loosen on earth will be fcosened in
heaven.” Then he ordered the disciples not te tell anybody that he was the Christ.

From the Comman English Bible Copyright © 2011



