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WELCOME TO WORSHIP
June 18, 2023

We welcome all who are visiting with us today.
It is good to have you in worship with us. Please introduce yourself to
Pastor Phil this morning and let us know if there is any way
we might be of service to you or your family.

Silent Reflection: "Preaching is to much avail, but practice is far more effective.
A godly life is the strongest argument you can offer the skeptic."
~ Hosea Ballou (1771-1852)

ANNOUNCEMENTS
RINGING OF THE CHURCH BELLS
PRELUDE

CALL TO WORSHIP
ONE: This is a time of God’s appearing; let us worship!
Let us recognize that God is within and among us.
ALL: God’s ear is inclined toward us.
We know that God listens and hears our prayers.
ONE: We are here to offer our thanks to God.
We will pay outr vows to God in the presence of others.
ALL: We are grateful for the grace in which we stand.
We praise God with great joy and gladness.
ONE: God beats us up on eagles’ wings.
God draws us into covenant community.
ALL: We will listen for God’s commandments.
We will seek to do all that God requires.

Bulletin Cover Attribution:
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CALL TO CONFESSION

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)

God, we often fail to recognize that you are always with us. We ate the ungodly
ones who deny your love by our failure to love. We deny your law by our failure to
live by it. We laugh at your promises. We appear more burdened than joyful in the
midst of the wonderous gift of life. We seldom pause to give thanks. The
compassion of Christ finds little echo in us, who claim to be Christians. We need
your forgiveness, O God, and a new vision. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
GLORIA PATRI
A TIME FOR THE CHILD IN ALL OF US

Prayer for the children (unison):
We send blessings upon our children for all God’s love,
all Christ’s friendship and all the caring of the
Holy Spirit. Amen.

Song Response
Lord, listen to your children praying,
Lord, send your Spirit in this place;
Lozd, listen to your children praying,
Send us love, send us power, send us grace.

SCRIPTURES:
Genesis 18:1-15, 21:1-7
Romans 5:1-8
Matthew 9:35-10:23
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SERMON
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INVITATION TO OFFERING

GIVE THANKS:
Give thanks with a grateful heatt, give thanks to the Holy One, give thanks
because he’s given Jesus Christ his Son. And now let the weak say, “l am
strong,” Let the poor say, “I am rich,” because of what the Lord has done for
us. Give thanks!

PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unison)

We repeat our vows of commitment to you, gracious God, as we dedicate this
offering. We are disciples of Jesus Chtist, commissioned to share the good news.
May all that we dedicate here-—our abilities, the fleeting moments of our day, the
resources entrusted to our management—announce your reign and the nearness of
yout dominion. We give with joy and serve with delight, thanking you for this
oppottunity to share what you have given. Amen.

PRAYERS OF OUR CHURCH/SILENT PRAYERS/LORD’S PRAYER

PRAYER RESPONSE Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus

Turn your eyes upon Jesus, look full in bis wonderful face; and the things
of earth will grow strangely dim in the light of his glory and grace.
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BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE

SERVING YOU TODAY
Council Person Dian Gansmann
Liturgist Beth IFrank
Accompanist Melissa Anderson Taylor

IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS

St. John’s:  Ella Boggy, Wally Foxworthy, Margie Foxworthy’s son Sean,
Cindy Roll, and Jeffrey Thotnton

St. Jacob:  Ross Busher, Carol Casperson, Lora Hollis, Gail Miller,
Ronald Rujawitz, Jane Schmidt, Carol Schmitt, and Carol Zweck

IL. South Conference: Fach week the churches of the Illinois South Conference
are asked to pray for congregations and their pastors and other ministries of the
UCC. This week we are asked to pray for:

Church & Pastors

-Belleville St. Paul UCC, Rev. Michelle (Aaron Brent Coleman) Torigian
-Belleville Trinity, Pastor Tim (Shea) Powers-Reed

Retired Pastor

Rev. Donald and Anne Sabbert, Crestwood, MO

UPCOMING BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES

Kelli Zutliene, June 20
Audrey Bolk, June 21
Carol & Jerry Schmitt, 60 years, June 22
Margie & Wally Foxworth, 16 years, June 23
DiAnn & Gary Rufer, 49 years, June 23
Collin Woods, June 23




CHURCH ATTENDANCE, June 11, 2023

St. John’s — 12 St. Jacob — 33

CHURCH CONTACT INFORMATION

Pastot’s office hours: Tuesday through Thursday: 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
(Mondays by appointment)

Secretary’s office hours: Tuesdays & Thursdays: 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

St. Jacob Phone: 618-644-2142 / St. Jacob E-mail: stjucc@hometel.com

Website: stjacobucc.org
Pastor Phil Barbier: Phone: 314-312-2347 / E-mail: pastor@hometel.com

SUMMER LUNCH PROGRAM NEEDS VOLUNTEERS, DONATIONS

-St. John's UCC is accepting monetary donations to putrchase needed lunch supplies.
Lunches are provided each weekday from 11:30 a.m. to 12 p.m. and can be picked up at
the Summerfield Fire Depattment.

-St. Jacob UCC: So far this year we are providing lunches to almost twice as many kids
as in years past and could use monetary donations and additional volunteers. Volunteers
are needed from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m., Tuesdays and Thursdays to allow time to assemble
lunches, as well as clean-up afterward. Lunches ate setved from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
at the St. Jacob Elementary School (outdoor classtoom). A sign-up sheet is located on the
table in the Narthx. For mote information, or to volunteet call Judy Bolton at 618-830-
0520, or Audrey Yann at 618-567-8013.

INTERGENERATIONAL VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
St. Jacob UCC and Troy Friedens UCC are working together to otganize an
Intergenerational Vacation Bible School this summer — it will be held from 6 to 8 p.m.,
July 20 at St. Jacob Township Park, July 27 at Tri-Township Library, and Aug. 3 at Tri-
Township Park. This Intergenerational Vacation Bible School is for everyone ages of 1-
100-plus, and we will explore the theme of the Greatest Commandment: "You shall love
the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all

your mind," and "You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” T'or more information,
contact the church office at (618) 644-2142.

Portions reprinted [or adapted] by permission of United Church Press from Garhered by Love by
Lavon Bayler. Copyright 1994 by United Church Press.



CALENDAR

TUESDAY: St John’s Council meeting, 7:15 p.m.
WEDNESDAY: St. Jacob Council meeting, 7 p.m.
JUNE 29 - JULY 5: Pastor Phil at UCC General Synod

FIRST LESSON: Genesis 18:1-15, 21:1-7
The Lord appeared to Abraham at the oaks of Mamre white he sat at the entrance of his tent in the day’s heat.
He looked up and suddenly saw three men standing near him. As soon as he saw them, he ran from his tent
entrance to greet them and bowed deeply. He said, “Sirs, if you would be so kind, dorn’t just pass by your
servant. Let a little water be braught so you may wash your feet and refresh yourselves under the tree. Let me
offer you a little bread so you will feel stronger, and after that you may leave your servant and go on your way—
since you have visited your servant.”

They responded, “Fine. Do just as you have said.”

So Abraham hurried to Sarah at his tent and said, “Hurry! Knead three seahs of the finest flour and make some
baked goods!” Abraham ran to the cattle, took a healthy young calf, and gave it to a young servant, who
prepared it quickly. Then Abraham teok butter, milk, and the calf that had been prepared, put the food in front
of them, and stood under the tree near them as they ate.

They said to him, “Where's your wife Sarah?”
And he said, “Right here in the tent.”

Then one of the men said, “l will definitely return to you about this time next year. Then your wife Sarah will
have a sonl!”

Sarah was listening at the tent door behind him. Now Abraham and Sarah were both very old. Sarah was no
longer menstruating. 5o Sarah laughed to herself, thinking, I'm no longer able to have children and my
husband’s old.

The Lord said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh and say, ‘Me give birth? At my age?’ Is anything too difficult
for the Lord? When | return to you about this time next year, Sarah will have a son.”

Sarah lied and said, “| didn’t faugh,” because she was frightened.
But he said, “No, you laughed.”

The Lord was attentive to Sarah just as he had said, and the Lord carried out just what he had promised her.
She became pregnant and gave birth to a son for Abraham when he was old, at the very time God had told him,
Abraham named his son—the one Sarah bore him—Isaac. Abraham circumcised his son Isaac when he was
eight days old just as God had commanded him. Abraham was 100 years old when his son [saac was born. Sarah
said, “God has given me laughter. Everyone who hears about it will laugh with me.” She said, “Who could have
told Abraham that Sarah would nurse sons? But now I've given birth to a son when he was old$”



JUNE 18, 2023 (A) THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

SECOND LESSON: Romans 5:1-8
Therefore, since we have been made righteous through his faithfulness, we have peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Christ. We have access by faith into this grace in which we stand through him, and we boast in the
hope of God's glory. But not only that! We even take pride in our problems, because we know that trouble
produces endurance, endurance produces character, and character produces hope. This hope doesn’t put us
to shame, because the love of God has been poured out in cur hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been
given to us.

While we were still weak, at the right moment, Christ died for ungodiy people. It isn’t often that someone will
die for a righteaus person, though maybe someone might dare to die for a good person. But God shows his
love for us, because while we were still sinners Christ died for us.

GOSPEL: Matthew 9:35-10:23
Jesus traveled among all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, announcing the good news of the
kingdom, and healing every disease and every sickness. Now when lesus saw the crowds, he had compassion
for them because they were troubled and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Then he said to his disci-
ples, “The size of the harvest is bigger than you can imagine, but there are few workers. Therefore, plead with
the Lord of the harvest to send out workers for his harvest.”

He called his twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean spirits to throw them out and to heal
every disease and every sickness. Here are the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon, who is called Peter;
and Andrew his brother; James the son of Zebedee; and John his brother; Philip; and Bartholomew; Thomas;
and Matthew the tax collector; James the son of Alphaeus; and Thaddaeus; Simon the Cananaean; and judas,
who betrayed Jesus,

Jesus sent these twelve out and commanded them, “Don’t go among the Gentiles or into a Samaritan city. Go
instead to the lost sheep, the people of Israel. As you go, make this announcement: ‘The kingdom of heaven
has come near.’ Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those with skin diseases, and throw out demons. You
received without having to pay. Therefore, give without demanding payment. Workers deserve to be fed, so
don’t gather gold or silver or copper coins for your money belts to take on your trips. Don’t take a backpack
for the road or two shirts or sandals or a waiking stick. Whatever city or village you go into, find somebody in
it who is worthy and stay there until you go on your way. When you go into a house, say, ‘Peacel” If the house
is worthy, give it your blessing of peace. But if the house isn’t worthy, take back your blessing. If anyone
refuses to welcome you or listen to your words, shake the dust off your feet as you leave that house or city. |
assure you that it will be more bearable for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah on Judgment Day than it will be
for that city.

“Look, I'm sending you as sheep among wolves, Therefore, be wise as snakes and innocent as doves. Watch
out for people—because they will hand you over to councils and they will beat you in their synagogues. They
will haul you in front of governors and even kings because of me so that you may give your testimony to them
and to the Gentiles. Whenever they hand you over, don’t worry about how to speak or what you wili say,
because what you can say will be given to you at that moment. You aren’t doing the talking, but the Spirit of
my Father is doing the talking through you. Brothers and sisters will hand each other over to be executed. A
father will turn his child in. Children will defy their parents and have them executed. Everyone will hate you
on account of my name. But whoever stands firm until the end will be saved. Whenever they harass you in
one city, escape to the next, because I assure that you will not go through all the cities of Israel before the
Human One comes. From the Comman English Bible Copyright © 2011



