


WELCOME TO WORSHIP
FEBRUARY 19, 2023

We welcome all who are visiting with us today.
It is good to have you in worship with us. Please introduce yourself to
Pastor Phil this morning and let us know if there is any way
we might be of service to you or your family.

Silent Reflection: "Use me, God. Show me how to take who 1 am, who I want to
be, and what I can do, and use it for a purpose greater than myself."
~ Martin Luther King, Jr.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
RINGING OF THE CHURCH BELLS
PRELUDE

CALL TO WORSHIP

ONE: God looks on humankind to see if any are wise.
Who is seeking after God above all else?

ALL: We look to Jesus Christ for wisdom and truth;
we reach out to be strengthened for service.

ONE: The winds of (God blow among us to winnow and cleanse.
‘They sweep through our midst in judgment.

ALL: Have mercy on us, O God, and was away our sin.
Do not let your wrath burn against us,

ONE: Remember your promises to us, O God.
Create in us clean hearts and renewed spirits.

ALL: We seek to know you and to grow in understanding.
Confront us here and light our way out of the void.
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CALL TO CONFESSION

PRAYER OF CONYESSION (unison)

We have been fools. We have said in our hearts, “There is no God,” our deeds deny
you. Our plans do not include you. We grumble and complain, criticizing those who
embody your love for all people. We no longer look to you to guide us through our
lives. Create in us a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within us. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
GLORIA PATRI

A TIME FOR THE CHILD IN ALL OF US

Prayer for the children (unison):
We send blessings upon out children for all God’s love,
all Christ’s friendship and all the caring of the
Holy Spirit. Amen.

Song Response
Lord, listen to your children praying,
Lotd, send your Spirit in this place;
Lozrd, listen to your children praying,
Send us love, send us power, send us grace.

SCRIPTURES:
Joel 2:21-28
Psalm 51:1-12
Matthew 17:1-9
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SERMON
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INVITATION TO OFFERING

GIVE THANKS:
Give thanks with a grateful heart, give thanks to the Holy One, give thanks

because he’s given Jesus Christ his Son. And now let the weak say, “I am
strong,” Let the poor say, “I am rich,” because of what the Lord has done for
us. Give thanks!

PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unison)

Because we have been blessed by you, O God, we are delighted to share. Thank you
for showing us the way of mercy and patient example, the way of generosity and
self-forgetful service, the way of faithfulness and joyous celebration. Bless us and
out offerings, we pray. Amen.,

PRAYERS OF OUR CHURCH/SILENT PRAYERS/LORD’S PRAYER

PRAYER RESPONSE Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus
LTurn your eyes upon Jesus, look full in his wonderful face; and the things
of earth will grow strangely dinz in the light of bis glory and grace.
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BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE



SERVING YOU TODAY

Council Person Andy Schrieber
Accompanist Melody Hollis

IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS

St. John’s:  Ella Boggy, Wally Foxworthy, Margie Foxworthy’s son Sean,
Patricia Hagen, and Jeffrey Thornton

St. Jacob:  Sandy Autry, Ross Busher, Carol Casperson, Frica Kynion,
Gail Miller, Ronald Rujawitz, Jane Schmidt, and Carol Zweck

IL South Conference: Hach week the churches of the Illinois South Conference
are asked to pray for congregations and their pastors and other ministries of the
UCC. This week we are asked to pray for:

Church & Pastors

~-Marissa Friedens UCC, Rev. Brett (Caroline) Palmer

-Mascoutah St. John UCC, Rev. Robert (Rev. Janis Dashner) Goddard,
Interim Pastor

* Rev. Shana Johnson, ISC Conference Minister

Retired Pastor

-Rev. Frances and Jane Feagans-King, Springfield, IL

UPCOMING BIRTHDAYS
Judy Bolton, Feb. 19
Rachel Yann Mueller, Feb. 20
Tavey Duncan, Feb. 22
Ryan Becker, Feb. 23
Bruce Frank, Feb. 24
Zach Lowe, Feb. 24
Justin Huelsmann, Feb. 26




CHURCH ATTENDANCE, FEBRUARY 12, 2023

St. John’s — 11 St. Jacob — 37

CHURCH CONTACT INFORMATION

Pastot’s office hours: Tuesday through Thursday: 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
(Mondays by appointment)
Secretary’s office hours: Tuesdays & Thursdays: 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
St. Jacob Phone: 618-644-2142 / St. Jacob E-mail: stjucc@hometel.com
Website: stjacobucc.org
Pastor Phil Barbier: Phone: 314-312-2347 / E-mail: pastor@hometel.com

BLESSING BOX LOCATED AT ST. JACOB UCC
The “Blessing Box” (located on the east side of St. Jacob UCC) contains non-
perishable food, hygiene products, and other items for anyone in need. Please help
us keep the “Blessing Box™ stocked. Anyone can donate -- items are anonymously
given and received. Please consider blessing our neighbors in need, and if you are in
need, please feel free to stop by.

FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS

With the inflation these past few months, use of local food pantries has been high,
and donations have been low. To help our communities we have a donation
tub/box fot food pantry donations in the sanctuary at St. John’s and St. Jacob.
Requested items for St. John’s (Lebanon Matthew 25:40 Ministries Food
Pantry): Long shelf-life fresh produce: apples, oranges, celery, onions, potatoes,
and cartrots, etc.

Requested items for St. Jacob (Ministries Unlimited): Toilet paper, papet
towels, peanut butter, jelly, baked beans, crackers, peas, canned potatoes, canned
yams, pasta sides, tice sides, mac-n-cheese, Ramen noodles, Hamburger Helper, &
cake mixes

Portions reprinted [or adapted| by permission of United Church Press from Gathered by Love by
Lavon Bayler. Copyright 1994 by United Church Press.



CALENDAR/ANNOUNCEMENTS

Tuesday: St. John’s Council meeting, 7:15 p.m.

Wednesday: - Ash Wednesday Setvice, 7 p.m., St. Jacob Sanctuary

Match 5: Meet & Greet/Open House with Noah McCarn, FExecutive Director of
DuBois Center, 3-5 p.m., St. Jacob Hetitage Hall

LENTEN STUDY SERIES

A Lenten Study Series will begin at 7 p.m. each Wednesday in March, St. Jacob
Heritage Hall. All are welcome.

ELF BOOK SALE, LOOKING FOR DONATIONS
This year as part of the St. Jacob community yard sale (May 4-6), the ELFs will hold
a book sale in the Heritage Hall. As you prepare for spring cleaning, if you have any
books you would like to donate, they can be placed on the cart in the Narthx. Funds
raised will go toward supporting children in need through pattner organizations in
our community and within the wider chutch,

ST. JACOB 2022 GIVING STATEMENTS
The 2022 Giving Statements are available on the table in the St. Jacob UCC Narthx.

ST. JACOB 2023 ENVELOPE BOOKLETS AVAILABLE

The St. Jacob 2023 envelope booklets are available for you to pick up on the table
in the Narthx.

VOLUNTEER LITURGISTS AT ST. JACOB
We are looking for volunteers willing to read sctipture, no long-tetm commitment,
just one Sunday at a time. Kveryone from the congregation is invited to take part in
helping lead worship. There is a sign-up sheet located on the table in the Narthx.

% THE UPPER ROOM (March - April) magazines are available on the table in
the Narthx at St. Jacob UCC.



FEBRUARY 19, 2023 {A) TRANSFIGURATION SUNDAY

FIRST LESSON: Joel 2:21-28
Do not fear, O soil; be glad and rejoice, for the Lord has done great things! Do not fear, you animals of the
fieid, for the pastures of the wilderness are green; the tree bears its fruit, the fig tree and vine give their full
yield.

O chiidren of Zion, be glad and rejoice in the Lord your God; for he has given the early rain for your vindica-
tion, he has poured down for you abundant rain, the early and the later rain, as before. The threshing floors
shali be full of grain, the vats shall overflow with wine and oil.

| will repay you for the years that the swarming locust has eaten, the hopper, the destroyer, and the cutter,
my great army, which I sent against you.

You shalf eat in plenty and be satisfied, and praise the name of the Lord your God, who has dealt wondrously
with you. And my people shall never again be put to shame. You shall know that 1 am in the midst of israel,
and that |, the Lord, am your God and there is no other. And my people shall never again be put to shame.,

Then afterward | will pour out my spirit on all fiesh; your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old
men shall dream dreams, and your young men shall see visions.

SECOND LESSON: Psalm 51:1-12
Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to your abundant mercy blot out my
transgressions. Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin.

For | know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me. Against you, you alone, have | sinned, and done
what is evil in your sight, so that you are justified in your sentence and blameless when you pass judgment.
Indeed, | was born guilty, a sinner when my mother conceived me.

You desire truth in the inward being; therefore teach me wisdom in my secret heart. Purge me with hyssop,
and | shafl be clean; wash me, and | shall be whiter than snow. Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones
that you have crushed rejoice, Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my iniguities.

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within me. Do not cast me away from your
presence, and do not take your holy spirit from me. Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and sustain in me
a willing spirit.

GOSPEL: Matthew 17:1-9
Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother John and led them up a high mountain, by
themselves. And he was transfigured before them, and his face shone like the sun, and his clothes became
dazzling white. Suddenly there appeared to them Moses and Eiijah, talking with him. Then Peter said to Jesus,
“Lord, it is good for us to be here; if you wish, | wili make three dwelings here, one for you, one for Moses,
and one for Elijah.” While he was still speaking, suddenly a bright cloud overshadowed them, and from the
cloud a voice said, “This fs my Son, the Beloved; with him | am well pleased; listen to him!” When the disciples
heard this, they fell to the ground and were overcome by fear. But Jesus came and touched them, saying, “Get
up and do not be afraid.” And when they looked up, they saw no one except Jesus himseif alone.

As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus ordered them, “Tell no one about the vision until after the
Son of Man has been raised from the dead.”

From the New Revised Standard Yersion of the Bible © 1989 Ly the Division of Christian Education of the National Couneil of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A.



